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tors, by their remonftrancesy often occafioned the feifure and confifcation of  chapter 52.

veffels which were taken in the ad of carrying on an illicit trade, or with   173*101739.

illicit goods on board.    The court of Spain had made a merit with the

Britilli government, of having endeavoured to check a commerce which

was prejudicial to fo great a public company*, and at the fame time the

Britifh traders made the moft violent complaints; againft the guarda coftas*

for making thefe feifures, which they termed illegal and unjuft.

The affiento treaty ftipulated the payment of certain duties, for the in-
troduftion of negroes, and other articles of trade. Thefe had been always
paid to the Spanifh officers, according to the rate of exchange between Great
Britain and Spain, and received without complaint. But as Spain had, fe-
veral years before this period, given currency to another fpecies of dollars, a
claim was now made of the difference between the two fpecies of dollars, .ever
fince^the new regulation, under the denomination of arrears. In addition to
this, anothef demand was made, for the fourth of the profits acquired by the
annual (hip, which was due to. the king of Spain, > On the other fide, the
company claimed reparation for the damages fuftained by the feizttre of their
effects in 1718 and 1727, before war had been declared between England and
Spain.

In the rnidft of thefe difficulties, the minifter exerted all his influence, at
home and abroad, to fettle the differences in a fatisfadory manner, or
to refer the fettlement to the decifion of plenipotentiaries, by which
means farther time would be obtained; to prevent the commencement
of hoftilities. 4. double negotiation was opened, between the minifters and
Geraldiao im London, and between Keene and La Quadra at Madrid, which
had no immediate communication with each other. Walpole wholly influ-
enced the negotiation at London,, but he could only modify that which was
carrying on at Madrid*

Geraldino having delivered *a meflage, importing that his maffier was in-
clined to enter into meafures for conciliating paft differences, and agreeing
upon a method for preventing them in future, an account was ftated of
the demands on each/ide, which, after fome difficulties, was reduced to a
balance of ^.140,000,^ in favour of England, and fent to Mn Keene to be
ratified. But when this agreement was tranfeiitted, the court of Madrid
refuied to ratify it* declaring that Geraldino had fbrpafled his powers.

Foiled in this attempt, the minifter modified and tempered the violent
orders fent from the duke of Newcaftle to Mr. Keene, and exhorted him to
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